= 
TRUE and EXACT 


ACCOUNT 


| OF THE 5 
LIVES 
= og 


EDWARD BURNWORTH alias PR A- 
SIER, WILLIAM BLEWITT, 
THOMAS BERRY, and EM A- 
NUEL DICKENSON, &c. 


Giving an impartial Account of their Births, Pa- 
rantage, Education, Converſation, Marriages, 
cc. With a true Relation of the ſeveral Rob- 
beries committed by them. 
rosten 
With the particular Manner of their murdering 
Thomas Ball; and the Reaſons and Motives that 
induc'd them thereto. 
A ND 
The Particulars of their ſeveral Apprehenſions for the 
ſame. Their Behaviour during their Conſinement 


both before and after Sentence of Condemnation, and - 
at the Place of Execution. 


* As the ſame was taken from their own Mouths and the 
F information of their Relations, Friends and Confede- 
1 rates. 5 | | 8 : 

1 * n a — AED aue, = TEES S8 
0 ND 0 F#; 


Printed by JohN APPLEBEE in Black-Fryers, and fold 
en a 


ellers of London and Meffiaſter, 1726. | 
[Price Su- Pence.] 1 ts 7 5 


+ 


TRUE and EX ACT 


ACCOUNT 


LIVES, Oc. 


JE Dore E W or none of the ſeveral Male- 
acer, who have ſuffer d of late 
" BS cars, have arri vd at ſuch a height 
of Impiety as thoſe Perſons we are 
now Writing of. The natural Com- 
paſſion we generally ſhew even to thoſe Criminsls 
where their Crimes will admit of any Exteau- 
ation, cannot plead in Favour of theſe un- 
happy Wretches; their audacious Villanies 
having render d them the Objects of our Re- 
ſentment, and the national Juſtice, put a Pe- 
riod to the Lives of thoſe, who whilſt living 
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[ 4] 
ſtruck à Terror into the Hearts of every honeſt 
Man, and bad Defiance to the Legiſlative 
Power; not being content with ſimple Felo- 
nies, Burglaries, orthoſe more daring Attempts 
they frequently committed upon innocent Per- 
ſons, not only in the By- paths, Roads, and 
Fields, but in the more public Streets and 
Parts of the Town, both by Day and Night, 

but perpetrated their Villanies, by murdering 
"hoſe wd any way obſtructed or attempted to 
impeach their Proceedings; and by forming 
themſelves into large Companies or Societies; 
out- brav d Jiſtice, and ſet the Miniſters there- 

of at Defiarice; till the Government itſelf was 
oblig d to exert its Authority, and by ſuitable 
Rewards and Encouragement endeavour'd 
the ringing ſuchiprofligate Wretches to con- 


% 


dpn Funiſhment. 


EDWARD Burnworth, alias Fraſier, was 
deſcended of mean but honeſt Parentage;, his 
Father being by Trade a Painter; but dying 
- whilſt he was young, he was the- ſooner ex- 
pos'd to the Temptations of wicked Perſons ; 
bis Morher, who is pretty well advanc'd in 
Years, lives at preſent in the Park, in South- 
werk, in a very mean State and Condition. 
His Parents put him Apprentice to a Buckle- 
maler, in Grub-ftreet, with whom he ſerv'd his 
- Apprenticeſhip ʒ but falling into ill Company he 
was allured and perſuaded to Accompany them; 
and in ſhort time his Profeſſion grew burthen- 
Tome to him, and he affected a lazy idle Diſ- 

: poſition, 
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poſition, and aſſociated himſelf amongſt a Crew 
of P ick-pockets, Thieves, & c. where he became 
acquain ed with William Blewitt, Emanuel 
Dickenſmm, Thomas Berry, John Lepee, William 
Margeram, John Higgs, John Wilſon, Fon 
Maſon, Thomas Meakins, — Gillingham, 

John Barton, William Swift, and many 
nn e 
BEIN d enter'd into this Society, he aſſum- 
ed the Name of Fraſier, or rather had it con- 
fer'd on him before, upon this Occaſion. He 
being one who conſtantly idled away his time, 
even in his Prenticeſhip, at the Ring in More- 
Fields, kept by one Fraſier, for Cudgel-Play- 
ing, Wreſtling, &c. and being very Active at 
that Exerciſe, the Title of young Fraſer was 
confer'd upon him, which he ſo well ſeem'd to 
approve of, that he rather choſe to go by that 
Name than by that of Burnworth. eng”, 
BEIN enter'd into this Society, about 
eight Years ſince, he follow'd his new Employ- 
ment very dilligently, in picking Pockets for 
Handkerchiefs Snuff- Boxes, &c. then advanc'd 

a Step higher in the Miſtery of Thieving, to 
ſnatching Womens Pockets, Swords, &c. The 
uſual Places of exerciſing this Trade, was frotn 
the Royal-Fxchange, along (heapſide, St. Pauls 
Churchyard, Fleet ſtreet, and the Strand, up to 
Charing-Croſs, without attempting any thing 
farther, till being taken upon Suſpicion for 
picking Pockets, he was committed to New- 
Priſon, but had not been long in * 
place 


161 
_ e'er he found means to make his Eſ- 
Pe. 15 | 
BEING thus at large, the Danger he had 
been lately in did not deter him from follow- 
ing his old vicious Courſes; and the Compli- 
ments he met from his old Comrades, upon 


his Eſcape, embolden'd and encourag'd him 


to renew his Acquaintance with them; and 
not judging it ſafe to truſt himſelf in the power 
of his Adverſaries, he endeavour'd to avoid 
being ſeen in the Day- time, unleſs in the 
Company of a ſufficient Number of his Con- 
federates, but then took up a new Trade of 
Pading it in the Fields, with ſome of his 
Companions, to wit, Barton, Margaram, Berry, 
Blewitt, and Dickenſon, = 
HowEVER, one Night, venturing into 
the Old Baily, he went privately into a Public 
Houſe; and being inform'd that ſome Perſon 
belonging to the late infamouſly Famous Jona- 
than TVild, had been in Queſt of him for ſome 
Days paſt, and underſtanding that he was then 
alone in a back Room, be boldly enter'd in 
with a Piſtol ready charg d in his Hand; and 
after expoſtulating the Caſe with him, calld 
for 2 Glaſs of Brandy, and throwing ſome 
Gunpowder into it, he compel'd him on 
his Knees to drink the ſame; and with 
many Imprecations to ſwear he would never 
touch or meddle with him dircly or indirect- 
Iy, or give any manner of Information againſt 
him; after which he retired, leaving him to 
ns LA recover 
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recover himfelf from the Terror he was under 

as well as he could. : 
| Tr Exploit being perform'd in this Man- 
9 ner, he retir'd himſelf for Safety amongſt his 

before- named Confederates, where he diverted 
b them with the Trick he had put upon Jonat hans 
Foreman in Ordinary, proteſting if it had 
| been his late Maſter himſelf he ſhould not have 
| 


fared one Jot better. = ” 

IN this Method he paſs'd away the time for 

ſome Weeks, committing Robberies on the 

f High-Roads, and in the Foot-Paths, in the 
J Day-time, and in the Evenings; and in the 
. Nights and Mornings ventur'd into the Town 

to break open Houſes and Shops; at which he 

grew ſo dexterous that he was an equal Profi- 


5 cient with the late Jack Sheppard. 
. Trx Day before the Murder, hereafter 
mentioned, was committed on the Body of 


Thomas Ball, this ſame Eurnworth, in Com- 
any with John Barton, who was convicted 
He another Burglary the laſt Seſſions, propos'd 
to go and break open the Houſe of an old 
Juſtice of the Peace in Clerkenwell, and pitch'd 
n that Houſe rather than any other, not in 
3 of getting a greater Booty thereby, 
but in prejudice to him, becauſe he had been 
before committed by him. 
| ACCORDINGLY the Time being pitch'd 
upon, about twelve the ſame Night, or one in 
the Morning, they began their Enterpriſe, and 
executed it as ſucceſsfully; and carry'd off divers 
Things of Value, and as they then believ'd, a 
oy __ conſiderable 
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conſiderable Quantity of Plate, and made their 
Retreat up into the Fields above Iſlington, and 
from thence to Copenhagen Houſe, where they 
ſpent the greateſt part of the following Day. 
HERE they began a Partition of the Booty 
they had got ; but when they came to a Sur- 
vey of the Plate, Burnworth perceiv'd it to be 
only Braſs ſilver d, and damn'd it as a thing of 
no Value, would have thrown it away; Barton 
oppos d ĩt, and would have it kept; here they 
differ'd; and in the interim came Blewit, Berry, 
Dickenſon, Higgs, Wilſon, Legre, and Mar- 
garam, and joyn'd their Company; at laſt 
 Burnworth and Barton agreed to Toſs up at 
whoſe diſpoſal] the ſilverd Ware ſhould be; 
they toſs'd up accordingly, and it fell to Burn- 
worth to diſpoſe thereof as he thought fit, who 
immediately carry'd it to the New-River Side, 
and threw it in there, wiſhing he had had the 
odld Juſtice himſelf there he ſhould then have 
ſhar'd the ſame Fate. Cs 
BEING now got into the Fields, they 
wandred up and down for ſome time, not in 
Expectation of any Booty, but in order to paſs 
the time away, they not being then 'in any 
want of Money, not caring to venture into 
the Town till towards the Evening, excepting 
Barton only, who quiting their Company«re- 
tir'd homewards. e 
As they were here Amuſing themſelves, 
came a Confederate: of theirs from Chick-Lone, 
who us d to aſſiſt em in the diſpoſing of their 
R:len Goods, and brought em NO 
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From whence, about fix Weeks before, hurn- 


[9] 


ee Conſtables had been in the Nei gbbour- 


hood upon the {earch for People oi "ths Pro- 
feſſion, and bid 'em be Cautious how they ap- 
pear'd there abouts. 

T#1s intimation oblig'd 'em to conſult 
their Safety; and no way was thought more 
Expedient than to keep in a Body, where a 
ſmall Force wou}-l not venture to attack em; 
they having three or four Piſtols each; and 
each loaded with a Prace of Balls, beſides ſhort 
Daggers hid privately under their Cloaths. 

N this Manner they ſpent the Afternoon, 
till about the Dusk of the Evening ; when 
promiſſi1g to ſtand by and aſſiſt each other, in 
Ciſe of Neceſſity or Danger; they reſoly'd 


to venture into the Town; and accordingly, 


coming through Trrnmili-ſireer, they, there 
accidentally, met the Keeper of * Priſm n; 
worth broke out; he ſeeing Burnworth on 
the other fide of the way, call'd to him, and 
deſired to (peak to him; Burnworc h ſanding 
a little time in Suſpence z the Keeper ſeeing ſo 
many of his Companions about him, told him, 
he need not be under any Appr henſicn, he 
only deſired to ſpeak two or three Words, and 
would not wok bim; to which Purnworth 
reply'd with an Oath. " he was not afraid of 
"Coin that he knew how to defend himſelf; 
and that *rwas not in his Power to do him an 
Injury ; and concealing a Piſtol in his Hand, 


ſtep” d croſs the Way to him, whilſt his other 


ſeven Companions ſtood ill waiting for him; 
but 
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but being all known, or at leaſt ſuſpected as 
to the Buſineſs they follow'd, by the Neigh- 
bourhood, the People began to gather in 
Crowds about them, which they ſeeing, called 
to Burnworth to come away; who took a ſhort 
formal Leave of his quondam Keeper, and 
joyn'd his Companions; who finding the Mob 
_ increaſing upon them, thought it moſt adviſe. 


able to retreat to the Fields, which they did in 


a cloſe Body ; but to deter the Populace from 
following them farther, they fac'd about, and 


preſenting their Piſtols, ſwore they would fire 


upon any Perſon who ſhould dare to ſet one 


Foot farther in purſuit of them, upon which 
they gave back, and ſuffer'd 'em to retreat in 


Safety to the Fields. 


HRE they again conſulted what Courſe 
they ſhould ſteer, and thought it moſt adviſe. 


able to enter another Quarter of the Town, 
and then go directly croſs the Water; which 


Advice being approv'd of, they made directly 


for the Water-Side; and taking Boat at Black- 
Fryers, croſs'd over to the Bank- ſide, and from 
thence reſolv'd to go to the Muſick-Houſe, 
expecting there to meet ſome other of their 
Companions. 5 


AFTER having been there ſome time, they 


quitted that Place, and walked together into 


St. George's-Fields, where they began another 


Conſultation how to preſerve themſelves, and 


in what manner they ſhould ſpend the Even- 


ing. 
*Twas 
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IT w As here Edward Burnworth acquainted 
his Companions of the danger of their Appre- 
henſion; ard that as he believ'd from Thomas 
Ball,, who kept a Geneva-Shop in the Mint, 
who having been intimately acquainted with 
the Perſons of divers of them, and others of 
their Conſcderates, and knew their Secrets; 
was attempting to at the part of Jonathan 
Wild, and betray his old Friends and Acquaint- 
ance for the ſake of a little Money into the 
Hands of the Hangman; and adding, *twag 
but three or four Nights before, that he the 
{aid Ball had attempted to rake him, and had 
done it, had he not made his Eſcape from him 
by thruſting a Piſtol in his Face, and ſwearing 
he would ſhoot him directly if he offer d to 
touch him; telling them, if they would all 
ſtand by him and aſſiſt him, he would go im- 
mediately and ſhoot the ſaid Ball through the 


Head. 


T HI s bloody Propoſal, as ſoon as offerd 
by Burn wort b, was greedily ſwallow'd by all 
the reſt, except Higgs, who ſeeming to diſap- 


prove thereof, ſo exaſperated the others, that 
they accuſed him of Puſilanimity and Cow- 


ardiſe; and Burnworth immediately advanced 
at the Head of his Companions, except Higgs, 


who in the Dark ſlip'd away. 


BEING coming to Balls Houſe, they en- 


quir'd of his Wife for him, ſhe reply'd, he was 


at the next Door, a Publick- Houſe, and that 

ſbe would ſtep and call him, and went accord- 

ingly: Burnworth immediately follow'd her, 
2 and 


1 1 
and meeting Ball at the Door, took him faſt 
By ite Collar, and dragg'd him into his own 
Houſe, began to Expoſtalate with him the 


 Reafon why he had attemp.ed to take him, and 


bow ungenerous it was for him to ſeck to be- 
tray his old Friends and Acquaintance. 

BALL apnrehending their miſche vious In- 
tentions, addreſſed him elf to blewits, and 
beg'd of him to be an Interceffor for him, and 
that they would not murder him; but Furn- 
worth, with an Oath. reply'd, he would put it 
out of the Power of Bal. ever to do him any 
farther Injury; that he ſhould never get a 
Penny by betraying him; and thereupon im- 
me2 ately ſhot him. 

HaAviNG thus done, they all went out of 


Doors again, and that the Neighbourhood 
might ſuppoſe the fireing the Piſtol to have 


been done without any ill Ivtention, and only 
to diſcharge the ſame; Blewitt fired another in 
the Street, over the Tops of the Houſes, ſay- 


ing alond, they were got ſafe into Town, and, 


there was no danger of meeting with any 


Rogues there. Ball attempted to get as far as 


the Door, but in vain, for he drop'd imme- 

diately, and died in a few Minutes after- 

wards. | 3 
Havins thus executed their barbarous 


Deſign, they went down from Ball's Houſe, 


directly towards the Faulcon, intending to croſs 


the Water back again; by the way they acci- 


dentally met with Higgs, who was making to 


the Water-ſide likewiſe; him they fell upon, 


and 
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and rated for a puſilanimous cowardly Dog, 


(as Burnworth call'd him) that would deſert 


them in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence; and 
then queſtion'd whether Higgs himſelf would 


not betray them; and Burnworth propos'd it to 


the Company to ſhoot their old Comrade Hig ge, 
becauſe he had deſerted them in their late Ex- 
pedition 5 which *ris believed, inthe Humour. 
Burnworth was then in, he would have done, 

had not Margaram interpos'd and pleaded for 


the ſparing his Life. 


F Ko M the Faulcon Stairs they croſs'd the 
Water to Pig Stairs; and there conſulting 
how to ſpend the Evening, they reſolv'd to 
go to the Boars Head Tavern in Smithfield, as 
not being there known; and being at a diſtance 


from the Water-ſide, in caſe any purſuit 


ſhould be made after them on account of the 
Murder by them committed ; at which Place 
they continued till near ten of the Clock, 


when they ſeparated themſelves into Parties 
for that Night, viz, one Party towards the 


Royal Exchange, a ſecond to St. Paul's Church 
yard, and the third for Temple-Bar, in purſuit 
of their old Trade of Diving, 

T x1s Murder made them more cautious of 


_ appearing in Publick; and Blewitt, Berry, and 
Dickenſon, ſoon after ſet out for Harwich, and 


went over in the Packet-Boat from thence for 
Helvoetſluice. 1 
HIGGS, ſome little time afterwards, to 
prevent been diſcover'd, Ship'd himſelf on 
Board the Monmouth at Spithead; notwith- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding which, he was diſcover'd in this Man- 
ner. His Brother here in Town having wrate a 
Letter to him, gave it to a Ship's Mate to carry 
with him to Spithead; he accidentally talling 
into Company with one Arthur, a Watchman, 


belonging to St. Sepulbre's Pariſh; he ſeeing 
the Letter, and knowing Higgs to have been 


2 Companion of Burnworrh's, &c. went and 


acquainted Mr. De la Fay therewith; where- 
upon two Meſſengers and the {aid Watchman 


were ſent to Spitbead to fetch up the ſaid Higgs, 
which they did accordingly. 


| WILSON forſook his Confederates, and 
Abſconded, and has not been ſince heard 


of. 
BURNVO RT, with others of his Com- 

panions, had the Audacity, not only to conti- 

nue in and about the Town, daily infeſting the 


Roads and Fields with Robberies, bur had 


likewiſe the unparalel'd Aſſurance to attack the 


E:rl of Harborough in his Chair, in Piccadilly ; 


but the Chairmen with their Poles knock'd one 
of his Companions down, and the Earl com- 
ing out of the Chair with his drawn Sword, 


they thought fit to march off, Biernwerth him- 
ſelf having firſt ſhot one of the Chairmen in 


the Shoulder, whereby they prevented the 
Chairmen purſuing them, and had the oppor- 
tunity of bringing off their Companion, who 
had been knock'd down, he having during the 

Fray recover'd himſclf. 
THESE audacious Villanies occaſion'd his 
Majeſty to put out a Proclamation for the ap- 
| prehending 


my 5 _- 000 WY 


29 
Rd 


bs hls 


39-3 

prehending the ſaid Purnworth, Blewit, &c. it 
being rightly imagined that thoſe who durſt 
attempt to perpetrate fuch uncommon Robbe- 
ries and Villanies could be no other than the 
Perſons who had committed the aforeſaid 
Murder or their Confederates. 

WN the Proclamation was publiſh'd, a 


Gentleman, who had bought one of them, 


going into an Alehouſe in White-Croſs-ſtreer, 
took theProclamation out of his Pocket and read 


it to the Company; amongſt whom was Mar- 


joram, tho* no body there knew him. He imme- 
diately con jectured ſome or other of his Compa- 
nions, for the ſake of the Reward and the hopes 
of a Pardon, would turn Evidence againſt the 
reſt, and therefore reſolvd to embrace the 
Opportunity; but not daring to go home, he 
got out into the Fields, and loiter'd about un- 
til the Evening; then came back to Smithreld, 
and going to a Conſtable in the Nejghbour- 
hood, he told him, that being one of the Per- 
ſons concern'd in the Murder of Thomas 
Ball, mention'd in the Proclamation of that 


Day; he deſired to put himſelf under his Pro- 


tection, that he might be intituled to the Bene- 
fit of a Pardon, and the Reward therein ſpe- 
cify'd; and that he might be carried before 
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, where 
he would make a Diſcovery of the reſt of his 
Accomplices. 3 

THe Conſtable accordingly taking him into 
Cuſtody, he was that Night confin'd in Woed- 
ſtreet- Comptor, the Right Honourzble the Lord 


Mayor 
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Mayor not having opportunity then to examine 
him; the next Morning he was order'd to be 
brought before his Lordſhip, in order to his 
Examination; where being intcrrogated, he 
made a full Confeſſion of all the aforeſaid Par- 


ticulars,. and gave Information where Legee 


might be met with; who, according to the 
Direction given by Marjcram, was apprehend- 
ed in White-Croſs flreet ; and after a long Ex- 
amination was committed to Newgate, 
DuKRiNG this Tranſa&ion, the account of 


Marjrams having ſurrender'd himſelf was 


ſpread over the Town, and ſeveral of his old 
Companions, thinking themſelves in danger, 
forſook their old Habitations; and 70hn Bar- 


ton particularly, who waited near Gold- Smit h- 


Hall, till he ſhould be carry'd before the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor; and ſeeing him 
coming along with the Conftable, ftep'd up 
towards him with a Piſtol in his Hand, cry'd, 
Dunn you, I'll ſhoot you;, and immediately 
fired at him. 35 

 MARFORAM ſeeing him come towards 
him, and hearing the Words, popp'd down his 


Head juſt as Barton fired at him, and thereby 


prevented the effects of the Ball which only 


oraz'd upon his Back; Barton made his Eſcape, 


the Action being ſo ſudden that no Body could 
recover themſelves from the Surprize before he 
got off. 


»Tis believ'd Barton had receiv'd the in- 


formation of Marjoram's having ſurrendered 


himſelf from their Friend in Chick-Lane, who 


before 
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Clare-Market, fr 
Notes, to the amount of ſevera] hundred 


for the ſaid Robbery, 


Was out, with a Oe of 300 1, 
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fore had gave them Notice of the danger of 
their being apprehended in Iſlington Fields the 
Afternoon before Ball was murder'd, and for 
which piece of Intelligence Marjoram made 
him a preſent of about 60 or 70 pair of 


Stockings they had got out of a Hoſier's Shop 


they had broke open. 

THUs Blewet, Berry and Dickenſon, being 
gone for Holland, Higgs on Shipboard, Wilſon 
abſconded, Legee 1 and Marjoram 
having ſurrendered himſelf, there now remain- 
ed only Burnworth in Town, and at liberty, of 
the Eight Per ſons mention'd in the Proclama- 


tion, and great Endeavours were uſed to take 


him but the ſame proved ineffectual. 
NoTwITHSTANDING which he was ſo au- 


| dacious as till to perſiſt in the like wicked 


Actions, and as himſelf acknowledg'd, broke 
open the Houſe of Mr. Beeſy, a Diſtiller, in 
from whence he took divers 


Pounds, ſeveral Pieces of Plate and other 
Goods, part whereof he afterwards threw away, 
believing it to be only white Mettal, which 
Fones picking up, was afterwards apprehended, 


convicted, and executed for; but Burnwonh 


deny'd that Jones was any ways privy to the 
ſame, or that he ever ſaw or had any Know- 
ledge of him before the time of his being put 
into the Condemn'd Hold, after his conviction 


ALT Ho? Rurnworth knew the Proclamation 
for the ap- 
prehending 
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prehending him, that ſeveral of his Cempani- 
ons were fled, and others in Hold, he ſeem'd 
to defy all attempts to take him, and had the 
audacity one Morning to go into a Publick 
Houſe near Holborn Bridge, where he was 
known, and fitting down by the Door, with a 
Piſtol ready charg'd in his Hand, calPd for a 
Pint of Drink, which being brought him he 
drank off, and throwing down three Half-pence 
for the ſame, went off without any farther 
concern. : „ 
Tux frequent Accounts, and repeated In- 
formations the Government receiv'd of his da- 
ring and defying the Power of the Peace Ofhi- 
cers to take him. oblig'd the Magiſtrates to uſe 
their utmoſt Efforts to apprehend him; and 
he then lodging with the Wife and Sifter of 
Kitt Leonard, another of their Compantons, 
who had been for ſome time a Priſoner in the 
new Goal for the County of Surry; Kitt Leo- 
nard believ'd he could not do the Nation a 
better piece of Service than to procure him 
to be apprzhended, and it would likewiſe be a 
means of recommending himſelf to the Mercy 
of the Government; accordingly he ordered 
his Wife to apply herſelf to ſome of his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace to acquaint them of 
his Intention, which ſhe doing, the Propoſition 
was readily approv'd of, a ſufficient Force ap- 
| pointed to aſſiſt in the ſeizing of him, and all 
Matters rightly concerted for ſuch an Enter- 
prize; accordingly Six Perſons being appoint- 


ed for this Deſign, they were planted at an 
Wo 4 adjoyning 


Kitt Leonard, was to give them the Signal, 
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adjoyning Alehouſe, where Kate, the Wife of 


ABOUT Six of the Clock in the Evening 
on Shrove Tueſday, Kate Leonard and her Siſter, 
and Burnworth, being all together (it not being 
late enough for him to go out upon his Night- 
ly Enterprizes) Kate Leonard propos'd to fry 
ſome Pancakes for Supper, which the other two 
approved of ; accordingly her Siſter ſet about 
them; Purnweorth had put off his Surtout Coat, 
in the Pocket and Lining whereof he had ſeve- 
ral Piſtols ; there was a little back Door to the 
Houſe which Burnworth uſually kept upon the 


| Latch only, in order to make his Eſcape if he 


ſhould be ſurpriz'd, or diſcovered to be in that 
Houſe; this Door Kate Leonard privately bolt- 
ed unperceiv'd by Burnworth, and whilſt her 
Siſter was frying the Pancakes Late went to 
the Alehouſe for a Pot of Drink, when having 
given the Men who were waiting for him the 
Signal ſhe return'd, and entering the Houſe 
pretending to lock the Door, but deſignedly 
miſs'd the Staple; the Door being thus upon 
the jar only, as ſhe gave the Drink to Burn- 
worth, the Six Perſons ruſhed ſuddenly into 
the Room; Burnwort h hearing the Noiſe, and 
fearing the Surprize, jump'd up thinking to 
have gain'd the back Door; but not knowing 


the ſame to be bolted they were upon him be- 


fore he could get it open, and holding bis Arms 
behind him, one of them ty'd them, whilſt 
another, to intimidate him, fired a Piſtol over 
his Head; having thus ſecured him, they im- 
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mediately carried him before a Juſtice of the 


Peace, who after 2 long Examination committed 
him to Newpare. 5 
NoTwITHSTANDING his Confinement in 
that Place, he was ſtill at work by his Emiſſa- 
ries, as well as by himſelf; for they ſuppoſing 
Hate Leonard to have been the chief Projefur 


and Cauſer of his being apprehended, attempted 
to murder her, by firing a Piſtol at her one 


Night as ſhe was going in at her own Door; 
who the Perſon was that did it could not be 


diſcovered, but ſeveral Attempts of the like 


Nature cauſed the Juſtices to order a ſufficient 


Watch to attend the Houſe = Night, as 
u 


well to prevent the execution of ſuch a bloody 
Deſign, as to bring the Authors and Abettors 
thereof to condign Puniſnment. 


BURNWORTH being at laſt got into 
Newpate, it was judg d moſt adviſeable to con- 


fine him in the Condemn'd Hold, as a Place of 
the greateſt Security; here he continued from 
the Time of his Commitment to the 13th of 
March laſt, when Seven other Criminals under 
Sentence of Death being confin'd along with 
him, he concerted an Eſcape in the following 
%% 
HaAviN on the Sunday in the Evening 
procured an iron Crow to be handed in unto 
him, thro' the little Hole made for the admit- 
tance of Light into the Condemn'd Hold, he 
ſpirited up the other Priſoners to attempt an 
Eſcape, and they began to put their Deſign ir 
execution as ſoon as the Goal was lock d ab 
at 
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that they were under no farther apprehenſion 


of being viſited by the Keepers till the next 
Morring, and whillt ſome of them ſung Pſalms, 
the others were employed in breaking down the 
Wall by the aſſiſtance of the iron Crow, and 
pull'd out Stones to the amount of about Two 
Cart Loads, which as they got them down they 


pid up againſt the Door, thereby barracading 


up the ſam e, ſo that in the Morning when the 
Keepers came for the Five Malefactors who were 
to die that Day they could not get in, but they 

maintain'd the ſame until about Two a. Clod 
in the Afternoon, nor could the Keepers get 
admiſſion at laſt, until the Priſoners themſelves 


had removed the Stones from the Door. 


T wo things here conſpir'd to ſhew their 


improdent Management of this Attempt ; firſt, 
notwithſtanding Five of them were to die the 


next Day, yet Four of them were over Night 
fudled, and thereby incapable of aſſiſting the 
| had not taken care to 
provide Candles ſufficient to ſerve them for more 
than two Hours, after which they were oblig'd 
to lie ſtill for want of Light to work by. 
T n1s attempt was judg'd to be Burnworth's 


Contrivance, and he was puniſh'd accordingly, 


and remov'd into another Apartment call'd the 
Bilboa Room, additional Irons clap'd upon him. 
and left in a condition to lament his ill- ſpent 
Hours by himſelf. 


BUT as he was continually meditating the 
Means of his Eſcape by ſome Contrivance or 
other, he procured Files, Saws, &c. with which 

| Implements 
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Implements he ſaw'd off his Irons, then broke 


thro* the Wall of the Bilboa Room into the 
Women's Apartment, and with his Saws fell to 


work upon the iron Bars, in the Windows of 


which there are three tire, one within another, 


the firſt of which he ſoon cut quite out, and 


was working upon the others, when one of the 
Women, to ingratiate herſelf with the Keepers, 


diſcover'd his attempt, upon which he was taken 
from his Work, brought back to the Condemn'd 


Hold, and there chain'd down to the Floor, 


where we {hall leave him to his Repoſe whillt 
we make ſome little enquiry after his Compa- 


nions. 


WILLIAM Blewitt was born in the 
Pariſh of St. Giles's. Cripplegate; his Father 


was a Porter, and his Mother ſells Herbs,Greens, 


&c. in the faid Pariſh, where ſhe is yet living. 


His Parents were of very mean Circumſtances, 
and he at the Charge of the Parih, when of 
Years, capable, bound an Apprentice to a 
Perfumer ef Gloves: But as his Education had 


been very mean, his Temper was as ſordid 


(tho' ambitious of making an Appearance in 
the World) that he would ſtick at nothing to 
attain it, purſuing the old Miſer's Advice to 
a tittle, My Son get Money, &c. He ſoon 


became acquainted with a Crew of proffligate 
Wretches, by whoſe Advice he ran into all 
Extreams of Wickedneſs ; as picking Pockets, 
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private Stealing, Shoplifting, &c. which he 


practiced ſucceſsfully for many Years, till about 
two Years ſince he happen'd to be catch'd as 
| the 
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the F:Q. was ſent to Newgate, and convicted 
for Traniportativon, when with divers others of 
the ſame Profeſſion both Males and Females, 
he was ſhip'd oft for the Plantations; but a 
Deſign having been forin'd by the other Cri- 


 minak to make their Eſcapes (to which pur- 


poſe their Friends had ſupplied 'em with Saws, 


Files, &c. to cut of their Irons with which 
| w:re conceal'd in Cakes of Gingerbread) he 
being, admitted into the Secret reſolv'd to pur- 


chaſe his own Liberty if poſſible at the Ex- 
pence of his Companions in Ath&ion, 'and 


 acCuainting the Captain of the Veſſel of the 
Ir tention of the Gentry on Board; he caus'd 
them to be ſcarch'd, and found the Saws, 


Files, &c. conccal'd according to the Infor- 
m:tion he had given him. Upon this Diſcovery 


the Captain ſe: à ſtrong Watch over the Acti- 
ons of his Prlengers; and having puniſh'd the 
woſt Culpable, gave Blewitt his Liberty for 


his good Services. Blewitt having once more 
ſer his Foot on Shore, poſted up to London; 
where in concert with his old Friends, he ſer 
up the ſame Trade as formerly ; but had nor 
long continued it before ſome body laid Hands 
upon him again, and he was once more com- 
mitted to his old Manſion Houſe at Næmgate; 
and being try'd for returning from Tranſpor- 
tation, he was convicted; but pleading the good 
Service he had before done in ſerving the Na- 


tion, and preventing the Eſcapes of ſo many 


proffligate Wretches: Upon this the Court 
thought fit to reſpite the Execution until the 
| Captain 
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Captain return'd back to England; and upon 
his Examination finding it to be ſo, chang'd 
his Sentence into Tranſportation only, and 


gave him the liberty of tranſporting himſelf to 


any foreign Part. 

HAaviNnG once moreregain'd his Liberty, 
he inftead of tranſporting himſelf purſuant to 
his Sentence, purſued his old Courſes, and aſ- 


ſociated himſelf with the lower Claſs of Pick- 
Pockets, Snatchers of Hats, Wigs, Swords, &c. 


till he joyn'd Burnworth and his Companions. 
HE married ſeveral Wives during his Ac- 
quaintance with his Companions before men. 
tioned: The firſt of which is believed to have 
been an honeſt and modeſt Woman but his ill 
Courſe of Life is ſuppos'd to have drove her to 
ſuch Extremities as might induce her to take 
ſome indirect Methods to ſupport herſelf, but 
not in his way Buſineſs; for we do not find 
| the was ever guilty of following that Praftice, 


This was the ſame Perſon who came to New- 


gate the Day before they ſet out for King ſlon 
to ſee him. and died in the Lodge. 
HE had other Wives beſides her; one of 


them, upon his firſt Tranſportation, whilſt he 


was on Ship-board, married Emanuel Dic ken- 
ſon, and 1s yet living, 1 

BEING acquainted with Burnworth, and 
meetina him (as we have before mentioned in 
the Life of Burnworth,) in the Fields, near 
Iſlington, he accompany'd em over the Water, 
and was one of the Accomplices in the Murder 


of Ball, before mention'd; but after their 


having 
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having perpetrated that barbarous Action, he 
went over in the Packet for Holland (being 
well acquainted there ;) at which Place he con- 
tinued for ſome time before he was diſcover'd ; 
not but that he was apprehenſive Endeavours 
would have been us'd to have had him brought 
over again to London, had the Government 
been appris'd of their being there; and they 
frequently, as themſelves acknowledg'd, look'd 
over the Engliſh News-Papers in the Coffee- 
Houſes at Rotterdam, in order to fee if any 
Advertiſement, Reward, or Proclamation, 
{ſhould be publiſh'd in relztion to the ſaid 
Murder, intending if they had diſcover'd any 
thing of that nature, to have left the Country 


 1mmedaately, 


Br Providence order'd it fo, that neither 


he nor his Comrades ſaw or heard a Word of 


the ſame, tho our Engliſb News-Papers are 
there common as they are here. But when the 
Procl unation came to the Hands of the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Finch, the Britiſh Reſident at the 
Hague, he enquir'd of ſeveral Enpliſh Gentle- 
men whether any ſuch Perſons, as deſcribe in 
the Proclamation, had been ſeen in Rotterdam; 
and underſtanding there had, he immediately 
diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to enquire out the Truth 
thereof; who ſoon return'd with Advice, that 
they were then at the Hamburgh Arms upon 
the Boemkeys, in Rotterdam. Upon which Mr, 
Finch namediately applied to the Stz:vs-Gene- 
ral at the Hague; and by their Direction, to 
the Lords of Rotterdam obtain'd an Order we 
D _ 
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the ſccuring of them any where within the 
Province. 
THe Meſſenger, coming by Virtue of the 
ſaid Order, and with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Scboots-Denairs, or Sheriffs Officers, ſeized 
Blewitt at the Hamburgh Arms aforeſaid ; his 
Companions Dickenſ,n and Berry were juſt be- 
fore gone on Ship-board, and {ail'd away from 
Rotterdam, in order to leave Holland, | 
B LEWITT wes immediately carry'd away 
to the Stadt houſe-Priſon in Rotterdam, and the 
Officers went in purſuit of his Companions to 
the Brill, where the Veſſel not being clear'd out 
they ſeiz d them both, and brought them back 
to Rotterdam; where they were very ſtrongly 
hand- cuff d, iron'd, and cor.tm'd in the Stadt- 
houſe with their Friend Blewit, where we will 
leave them for a little time. 


EM ANU EL, Dickenſon was born of very 
good Parentage, but being Wild and Head- 
firong in his Youth, became ungovernable; 
his Father alſo dying whilſt he was very young 
gave him greater Liberty to follow thoſe 
Courſes his vicious Inclinations led him to; 
and his Mother, not having wherewith to ſup- 
port, at ſuch extravagent Rates, him, his Bro- 
ther, and three Siſters, was obliged to ſubmit 

to their taking ſuch Courſes, as too frequently 
end in Ruin and Miſery : one of his Siſters 
being at this preſent time in Wood ſtreet Comp- 
ter, the others diſpers'd up and down in dif- 
ferent Parts. He began very early to keep 
looſe 
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looſe, vicious, and proffligate Company, by 


whom he was induc'd to take up the Trade of 
picking Pockets, &c. for about eight Years 
paſt, He was once convided for ſnaching a 


Gentleman's Hat off of his Head in the Strand; 
for which Fact he ſhould have been tranſport- 
ed; but whilſt he lay under Conviction for this 


Crime, his Mother, by proper Application, 
procured à free Pardon for him, upon an Al- 
ligation that he was the Son of a Gentleman, 
who had had « conſiderable Poſt in the Army; 
which appcaring to be true, he had a Pardon 
granted him accordingly. But this Affliction 
could not deter this youns Spark from purſu- 
ing his vicious Courſes, as formerly. He ſoon 


return'd ( like a Sow to the Mire) to his old 


Courſes, and continued to herd with ſuch Ac- 
qua intance as he had pick'd up in Newgate, 
during his Confincment there; by which means 
he became acquainted with Burnwort h, Blewatt, 


&c. 


WII theſe he aſſociated himſelf, until 
the late unhappy Murder of Ball; wherein he 
having been an Actor, thought it moſt adviſe- 
able to forſake his Native Country, and fly for 
Refuge to Holland, expecting to be there pro- 
tected from the Hand of Juſtice; 

BLEV II, Berry, and himſelf continued 
in Rotterdam for abont a Month before they 


were apprehended, and were leaving Holland 


(being got on Board an outward Bound Veſſel 
at the Brill) when the Officers came to appre- 
hend them, I 
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Tris ſame Diekenſon mirried one of 
Elewit's Wives, at the very time when Flewitr 
was under I ranſportation ; how many others 
he may have, we know not; but this we are 
aſſur'd, that one of them now is, or was, with- 

in a few Days paſt, a Priſoner in one of the 
Spunging Houſes in Wood-flre-c. 


THOMAS Berry was deſcended of very 
mean Parents; all that is known of his Origi- 
nal, is, that his Mother was a common Begger, 
who gave him no Education, but ſuffer'd him 
from a Boy to lye Pilfering and Filching in the 
Streets, And being initiated in thoſe dark 
Miſteries from his very Infancy, he grew bold 
and harden'd in Vice and Wickedneſs; and 
by that means, continually herding amongſt 
Thieves, Pick-Pockets, and different Claſſes of 
Rogues and Villains, gain'd a general Ac- 
quaintance amongſt thoſe ſorts of People. 

HE committed Numbers of little pilfering 
Thefts, and ſometimes ſome of larger Con- 
ſequence; but had not always the good For- 
tune to come off Scor-Free, for beſides having 
been in New-Priſcn, Bridewell, &c. he had 
three times been committed to Næmgate, and was 
once caſt for Tranſportation; he had however 
the good Fortune to eſcape his Deſerts at that 
time, by getting away from the Veſſel. But 
not warn'd by the Danger he had lately been 1n, 
he took to his old Courſe again; and being 
acquainted with Burnworth, Blewit, &c. he 
ſoon engag'd himſelf in their Confederacy, and 

was 
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was an 2ſiſting Inſtrument in the Murder be- 
fore-ment:on'd. 
Soo after they had perpetrated this bloody 
Deed, he to ſcreen himſelf from Juitice fled to 
Holland, along with Dickenſon and Flewitt; but 


by the Vigilance of Mr. Finch was apprehended 
_ withD:ckenſon at the Bri, on board 2 Ship, and 


carry'd back to Rotterdam, where they were 


put into the Stadt. Houſe to their old Friend 


Blewet, and all Three laid in Irons under a 
ſufficient Guard, to prevent their making their 
Eſcapes. _ „ | 
MR. Finch having thus ſecurcd theſe Three 
Perſons, Blewer. Dickenſon, and Berry, diſpatch- 
ed Advices thercof over to Lendon, from whence 
he receiv'd Directions to apply to the Stores Ge- 
ncral for Leave to ſend them back again, who 
ſoon granted his Requeſt. and order'd a Guard 
of Six Soldiers to attend with them on board a 
Ship, beſides his Majeſty's Meſſengers, who were 
{ent over on purpoſe for them. 
ACCORDINGLY they were put on board 


the Delight Sloop, Capt. Samuel Taylor, at the 
Brill, under the ſaid Guard of Soldiers; all 


ſtrongly Iron'd; when being arriv'd at the Nore, 
they were met by two other Meſſengers, who 


aſſiſted in taking charge of them up the River. 


_ NoTw1THSTANDING their being ſo ſeverely 


uſed they were very pleaſant and merry on 


Shipboard, diverting themſelves with all the 
air and gaiety of Expreſſion that could be poſ- 
fible, as much as if their Circumſtances had been 
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of ſo happy a Nature that nothing co uld have 
diſcompos'd them. 

SEEING a Preſs-Gang out upon the River, 
they exclaim'd againſt the Watermen who en- 
deavour'd to ſhun tem, and calld our to the 
Lieutenant, inſolentlv daring him to come and 

preſs them for his Ma jeſty's Service. 
WAEN they arrived at the Tower, they were 
put into a Boat, with the Meſſengers attending 
them, and three Boats to guard them; to wit, 


one on each Side, and one in the Rear. and To 


each Boat a Corporal and a File of! Muſqueteers, 
who attended them all the way up to Weſt- 
minſter. 

BEING arrived there, they had 2 long Ex- 
amination before Mr. Juſtice Chaiz, and Mr. 
Juſtice Blackerby : ; after which they were all 
Three put into a Coach together, and being 
ted by a Party of the Foot- Guards, were 
that Evening brought down to Newgate, at- 
tended by a numerous Crowd of Spectators, 
who teſtify'd their Joy by their loud and 1c- 
peated ae, s and Acclamations. 


As ſoon as they arriv'd at Newgate they were 


conducted into a proper Apartment, welcom'd 
in the uſual Manner, and accommodated with 
all Neceſſaries proper and cuſtomary to Gentle- 
men of their Profeſſion. 


AFTER which they had the Honour of be- 


ing conducted up Stairs to their old Friend 
Edward Burnworth, who having congratulated 
them on their ſafe Arrival, and they condoled 
with him on his Confinement, they took their 


Places 
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Places near him, and had the conveniency of 
the ſame Apartment, and ſhackled in the like 
manner. 
| THe v did not appear to ſhew the leaſt ſign 
of Contrition or Remorſe for what they had 
done, on the contrary they ſpent their Time 
with all the Indifference imaginable. 
GREAT Numbers of People had the Curi- 
oſity to come to Newpate to ſee them, and 
Ble wet upon all Occaſions made uſe of every 


Opportunity to excite their Charity, alledging 


they had been robb'd of every thing when 
they were ſeiz d; Purnworth with an air of 
Indifference reply'd, D—mn this Blewit, be- 
cauſe he has got a long Wig and a ruffled 
Shirt, he takes the liberty to taſk more than 
any of us. 

BEING exhorted to apply the little Time 
they had had to live in preparing themſelves 
for another World, Burnworth reply'd, If they 
had any inclination to think of a future State, 


twas iinpoſſible in their Condition, ſo many 


Perſons as were admitted to come to view them 
in their preſent Circumſtances muſt needs di- 
vert any good Thoughts; but their Minds 
were wholly taken up with conſulting the moſt 


likely means to make their Eſcapes, and extri- 


cate themſelves from the Bolts and Shackles 


they were clogg'd and incumber'd with. 


AND indeed all their Actions ſhew'd their 
Thoughts were bent only on their Enlargement; 
and that they were altogether unmindful of 

Death, 
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Death, or at leaſt careleſs of the future Con- 
ſcquences thereof. 3 
WIE ſhall here leave theſe Four MalefaQors 


confin'd in the Condemn'd Hold, loaded with 
Irons, and ſtapel'd down to the Floor, whilſt 
we make ſome enquiry into the remainder of 


their Conſerts. : 


Ur ox the publiſhing of the Proclamation 


before- mention'd, Marjoram, alias Hug gadie, 
who had ſerved his Apprenticeſhip to au Ivory 


Turner, in Flowef-de-· Luce Court in Fetter Lane, 


having ſurrendered himſelf, gave Information 
of John Legee, one of their Confederates, who 
was an Apprentice to a Cabinetmaker in Fewin- 


ſtreet, where he had ſerv'd fix Years of his 


Time, who was taken the next Day, and after 
an Examination bcfore the Right Honourable 


the Lord Mayor, was committed to Newgate, 
(but not confin'd in the Condemn'd Hold with 
the others) He had not been long initiated into 
this Knot of Robbers before he aſſiſted in per- 
petrating this barbarous Fat for which he 
ſuffered. © 1 
© THERE now remain'd only 7% n Higgs, 
and Fobn Wilſon at liberty, the firſt of which 
being a TVatch-Movement-maker in Red-Croſs- 


ſtreet, and having ſome time uſed the Sea, In- 


formation was given to Mr. De la Fay thro? 
the means of an intercepted Letter from his 
Brother Thomas, a Chip of the ſame Block, 
which fell into the Hands of one Arthur, a 
Watchman of St. Sepulchres Pariſh, that he 
had enter'd himſelf 2s a Sailor on board the 
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out of Newgate, charging the Guard to take 
care that no Misfortune happen'd to them, and 


vour'd to ſhew themfelves very Merry 
Pleaſant by their facetious Diſcourſe to the 
| Spedatorsz and frequently threw Money a. 
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| Monmouth Man of War at Portſmouth ;, Orders 


were given, and Meſſengers ſent down to ap- 
prehend him there, which was done according- 
ly; and he being brought to Town, was after 
Examination committed to Newpate to his Com- 
panion Legee, where he continued until a 
Habeus Corpus was brought to remove then all 


don to Kingſton in Surry. 


ACCORDINGLY on Wedneſday the 26th of 
March laſt, they, viz. Burnworth, Blewitt Ber- 


7. and Dickenſon, were looſed from their Faſt- 


nings in the Condemn'd Hold, and with Lage- 
and Higgs were put into a Waggon, being all 
hand- cuff d and chain'd together therein; to 


be carry d down to Kmpſton, under a Guard of 


the Duke of Bolton's Horſe. 


T HEY were very Merry when they came 


call'd upon the numerous Crowds of Spectators 
both at their getting into the Waggon; ard 
afterwards, a op 4 paſs'd along the Road to 
ſhew the Reſpe& they bore them by Hallowing, 
and to pay them the Compliments dye to 


Gentlemen of their Profeſſion, and call'd for 
| ſeveral Bottles of Wine that they might drink 


to their good Journey. | 
As they paſs'd along the Road they endea- 
and 


mongſt the People who follow'd them, divert- 


ing themſelves with ſeeing the others ſtrive for 
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it; and particularly Blewitt having thrown out 
ſome Half-pence amongſt the Mob, a little Bo 


Shilling out of his Pocket, and gave it the Boy ; 


telling him, there was ſomething towards de- 


fraying the charge of Engraving ; and bad him 


be as good as his Word; which the Boy pro- 


mis'd he would. 

I x this manner they were conducted to Ling- 
ſton, where they arriv'd about eleven or twelve 
.a-Clock, and were all fix confin'd in the Stock- 
Houſe. 


mond and Mr. Juſtice Denton arrived in that 
Town to hold the Aſſizes of 1\;{ Prius, Oyer 
and Terminer, and Goal Delivery, &c. for the 
ſaid County of Surry. 


TA E ſame Day he Commiſſions for hold- | 
ing the Aſſizes were open'd and read; the next 


Day being the 31ſt of March, their Lordſhips, 
together with the Grand- Jury, Oc. went to 


Church, as uſual, and heard a Sermon ſuitable 


to the Occaſion. When the Priſoners were ar- 


raign'd; all of which pleaded not Guilty, ex- 
cept Burnwort h, who refus'd to plead; unleſs 


ſome Effects, which he pretended had been 


taken from him, were reſtor d; and he perfiſt- 
ing in ſuch Reſolutions his Thumbs were ty'd : 
and ſtrain'd, as uſual in ſuch Cafes; and he 


who was preſent, pick'd up one of them, 0 
calling out to Blewirt, told him, that as ſure as - 
he, the ſaid Blewitt, would be condemn'd at 
Kingſton, ſo ſure would he have his Name 
engrav'd thereon; whereupon Blew:rr took a 


Fux ſame Day the Lord Chief Juſtice R- 
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ſtill continuing Obſtinate, the Court paſs'd the 
following Sentence upon hin. 

YOU ſhall go to the Place from whence you 
came; and there being ſtripd naked, and laid 


fat upon your naked Back on the Floor, with a 
' Napkin about your middle to hide your privy 


Members, and a Cloth on your Face; then the 


Preſs is to be laid upon you, with as much 


weipht as, or rather more than you can bear; 


Jo are to have three Morcels of Barley Bread 


in twenty four Hours. draught à of Water from 
the next Puddle near the Goal, but not running 
Water; the ſecond Day two Morcels and the 
Same Water, with an increaſe of Weight, and ſo 
to the third Day until you expire. 2 
T Is Sentence thus paſs'd upon him, and 
he ſtill continuing Contumatious, was carry'd 
down to the Stock- Houſe, and the Preſs laid 
upon him; wherein he continued for the ſpace 


of one Hour and three Minutes under a Weight 


of 300 three Quarters and twoPounds. Whilſt he 


continued under the Preſs he endeavour'd to 
beat his Brains out againſt the Floor. 


DRIN which time the High- Sheriff him- 
ſelf was preſent, and frequently exhorted him 
to plead to the Indictment, which at laſt he 
conſented to do; and being brought up to 


Court, after a Tryal which laſted from eight in 
the Morning until one in the Afternoon, on the 
_ firſt Day of April they were all 6 found guilty of 
the Indidtment; and being remanded back to the 

Stock- Houſe were all chain'd and ſtapled down 

to the Floor. 


E 2 _ Wmrrcy 


1 
| 


' 


L 364 


WHILST they were under Conviction, the 
Terrors of Death did not make any impreſſion 


upon them; they diverted themſelves with re- 
peating Jefts and Stories of various Natures, + 
particularly of the manner of their Eſcapes be- 
fore out of the Hands of Juſtice, and the Rob- 
beries and Offences they had committed; and it 
being propos'd for the Satisfaction of the World 


for them to leave the Particulars of the ſeveral 


| Robberies by them committed, Burnworth reply- 
ed, that were he to relate all the Robberies by 


him committed, a hundred Sheets of Paper wrote 
as cloſe as could be would not contain them. 


NoTWITHSTANDING what had been alledg'd 
by Higgs of his forſaking his Companions in 


the Fields, it appear'd by other Evidence, that 
he follow'd his Comp3nions to BalPs Houſe, 


and was ſeen hovering about the Door during 
the time the Murder was committed, with a a 


Piſtol in bis Hand. 


 BURNWORTH after Conviction diverted + 
himſelf with drawing his Picture in ſeveral Forms + 
(one of which, as he lay in the Preſs, the Copy 
whereof, drawn with his own. Hand, is in the 
Frontiſepiece of this Book) he diſtributed to ſuch 
Perſons as came to ſce him. 1 
I their Converſation they were pleaſant and 
agreeable, ſhewing no concern at their approach- 
ing Fate. On Monday the fourth Day of April | 
they received Sentence of Death. Mr. Juſtice | 
Dentau made a very pathetick Speech to them, 
acquainting them of the heinouſneſs of their 


Jul 


Crimce, and the neceſſity of making Examples of 
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2 Juſtice of the Committersof ſuch Crimes as they 
n perpetrated. They beg d the Court to indulge 
them with the Liberty of ſeeing their Friends, 


„ 


which was granted; and being remanded back 


again to Priſon, their Thoughts were then who- 


ly bent on making their Eſcapes; for which 
' Purpoſe they had ſmall Files, which were con- 
| ceal'd in the Waſtbands of their Breeches; and 
Blewitt found means to convey a Letter to an 
Acquaintance, who was to ſupply them with 
Saws, Piſtols, Oc. and ſome Opium which 


they deſign'd to give the Keepers; Blewitt's Bro- 


ther coming to them was over-heard to 
ſay he bad forgot the Opium, which occaſion'd 
2 Suſpicion amongſt the Keepers; and Burn- 
wort h's Mother coming to him, the Keepers 
ſearching her, found upon her ſeveral Saws, 
Piſtols, and other Implements to aſſiſt em in 
. making their Eſcapes; upon which ſhe was 
ſeiz d, and lies now confin'd in the ſaid Priſon 
for the ſame, There was alſo found upon 
them a large claſp Knife, with which, if they 
could not have effected their Eſcape otherwiſe . 
they intended to have murder'd the Perſons 


who watch'd em, and Mr. Elliot the Turnkey; 


but being diſcover d they gave away their ſmall 
Files to the Guard who attended them. 


H a Þ they ſucceeded in this Attempt, their 


| Deſign was to have ſet Fire to a large Stack of 
Bavins adjoyning to the Priſon, and to two or 
three other Places in the Town, that whilſt the 
Inhabitants had been buſyed in quenching he 


lame, 
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ſame, they might have had time to have made 
their Eſcapes. 

THE next Day being Tueſday, Burnworth 
call'd to one of the Guard who attended them, 
and merrily told him, if he did not take care to 
ſee his Body brought back after his Execution, 
that he nigh be decently buried, he would meet 
him in a dark Entry and pull his Noſe oft ; 
ſo thoughtleſs was he of his approaching Fate. 

ABOUT ten of the Clock, on Wedneſday 
Morning, they were all fix (together with Ri- 
chard Blackburn condemn'd for Robbing on the 
Highway put into a Cart, attended by a Com- 
pany of Foot Soldiers to King ſton Gallows. In 
their way thither, their Countenance and Be- 
haviour was much more ſettled and compos'd 
than before; they ſnew'd an Air of Seriouſneſs 
and Devoutneſs ; and Blewitt ſeeing one Mr. 
Warwick amon oft the SpeQators, defired to ſtop 
that he might f Peak to him. which being grant- 
ed, he, on his Knecs, ask'd Pardon of Mr. 
IWarwick for an attempt he had once made up- 
on his Life, by preſenting a Piſtol at him, up- 
on a Suſpicion that Mr. Warwick, ſnſpe&- 
ing what he was, had given Information againſt 
him formerly. Being arriv'd at the fatal Tree, 
they were all fix (together with Blackburn) ty'd 
up. Blewitt and Dickenſon were the moſt De- 
vout and Serious, and prayd with great Ear- 
neſtneſs, defiring their Example might be a 
Warning to all young Men: And Blewitt de- 
fired the SpeAators not to reflect on his Mother 
upon his account; for that the had often with 
Tears 
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Tears, on her Knees, requeſted him to forſake 
his wicked Life, which he confeſs'd to have 
follow'd for ſixteen Years paſt; and ſaid his 
firſt Fact was ſtealing a Silve er Spoon in the Old 
| Baily., He had given his Cloaths to his Mother 
but being inform'd he was to be hung in Chains, 

he deſired his Brother that his Mother might 

return them, to prevent his being bung up in 
his Shirt. Blæwitt not only nam'd the Peniten- 
tial Pſalm at the Place of Execution, but re- 


peated the Words of it to the other Criminals, 
and ſet the Tune to it. 


DICKENSON {aid he had ferv'd for ſome 
time as a Foot Soldier, under his Father, who 
had been a Licutenant, and not a Major, as 
he was commonly call d. 

BLEWIT, Dickenſon, and Berry, had pro- 
vided Coffins, not expecting to be hung in 
Chains. Blewitt deſired the Executioner to tye 
him up in the manner that he might be ſooneſt 
out of Pain; after which they all ſix mutual 
kiſs'd each other: and after ſome private Eja- 
culations, the Cart drew off. And Dickenſon 
was obſerv'd to die very hard, after he had 
hung about two Minutes the Agonies of Death 
being ſtrong upon him, he kick*d off one of his 

Shoes and Þ ofen' d the other, 
As to Blackburn who was en with 
them for robbing on the Highway, we ſhall 
only ſay it wes the Perſon who ſwore againſt 
his Maſter, Mr. Huntridge, ſome time ſince; 
he was groſly Ignorant a literate, and be- 

hav'd himſelf very flupidly; he indeed 2cknow- 


ledged 


Te] 
ledged he had been a common Robber for ſeve- 
ral Years paſt, and very much infeſted the 

King ſion Road, eſpecially near the Place where. 

he ſuffered. 5 | 

_ AFTER. they had hung the uſnal time they 

were cut down; Blackburr's was carry'd - 

off in a Coach by the Surgeons; the Bodies of 
the other Six were brought in a Waggon to the 

New Goal in Southwark. where they were put 

into Irons. Burnworth and Blewit were hung up 

in St. George's Fields, near the Place where the 

Fact was committed; Dickenſon and Beyry were 

hung upon Kennington - Common; but by Leave 

From the Government the Body of Dickenſon 
(in regard to his Father's Services in the Army, 
who loſt his Life at the Siege of Air in Flanders, 

where he behav'd' Gallantly) was taken down, 

after hanging one Day, and delivered to his 

Friends to be interr'd; and Legee and Higgs 

were hung in Chains on Putney-Common, © 


